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Great Coffee, Great Company 

Civic Center Starbucks salutes and commends LACAAEA for 
promoting awareness of the Asian Pacific American culture.  

Official Starbucks Site  
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Helen E. Jo 
Deputy Chief 
Los Angeles County Fire Department  

Deputy Chief Helen Jo joined the Los Angeles County Fire Department in 1998 and is 
both the first woman and Korean-American in the Department’s 85-year history to 
reach this executive level rank. She currently oversees the Department’s 
Administrative Services Bureau, which manages Human Resources, Financial 
Management, Materials Management, and Organizational Development. These 
divisions are responsible for the Department’s hiring and payroll responsibilities; 

budgetary and expenditure activities; the procurement and acquisition of vehicles, telecommunication equipment, and 
all supplies and services; and management of employee training and development. 

Chief Jo began with her career with the Department as a budget officer, promoting to Chief of the Financial 
Management Division in 2002, and then to Deputy Chief in April 2008. When Chief Jo first joined our Department, 
she was interested in becoming a firefighter, but she soon realized that her contributions behind the scenes were 
equally valuable to the Department. Prior to working for our Department, she worked for the County of Los Angeles at 
the Auditor-Controller Department. Chief Jo holds a Bachelors of Science Degree in Business Administration from 
the University of Southern California (USC), with a concentration in Finance and Accounting. She believes in 
participating in Department organizations and has served as President of our Chief Officers Club. She is also 
involved with the USC Alumni Association Marshall Business School. 

She emigrated with her family from Korea at the age of four and is involved with local Korean youth in her 
community. Chief Deputy Jo ensures that the Department’s facilities, vehicles, and materials are up to date to provide 
the best fire protection possible. 
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Dr. David K. Yoo 
Director 
UCLA Asian American Studies Center  

David K. Yoo is Director of the Asian American Studies Center and Professor of 
Asian American Studies at UCLA. A historian of the United States, Dr. Yoo is author 
of Growing Up Nisei (2000) and just released his book from Stanford University 
Press entitled Contentious Spirits (2010) that focuses on the role of religion in 
Korean American history, 1903-1945. In addition, Professor Yoo has co-edited and 
co-authored three books and has published numerous journal articles and books. 

Prior to UCLA, he taught at Claremont McKenna College and the Claremont Colleges, where he served as chair 
of the Department of History and the Intercollegiate Department of Asian American Studies. 

Professor Yoo has been a Senior Fulbright Scholar (Korea) and a recipient of fellowships from the Rockefeller 
Foundation, the John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation, UCLA Institute of American Cultures, 
and the Huntington Library. Professor Yoo has served on many professional and community-based boards, 
including election to the council of the American Historical Association, Pacific Coast Branch, and chair of the 
managing board of the Asian Pacific American Religions Research Initiative.  A native of Los Angeles, Professor 
Yoo received his B.A. with honors from Claremont McKenna College, a M.Div. from Princeton Seminary, and 
the M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. from Yale University in American Studies and History. 
 

Plum Tree Inn  
913 North Broadway 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Phone: (213) 613-1819 
  

 

Plum Tree Inn is the culmination of over 30 consecutive years of 
culinary experience. Guests enjoy a blend of elegant and modern dining 
with classic Chinese dishes. Plum Tree Inn uses only the freshest, 
highest quality local ingredients combined with traditional Chinese 
seasonings creating the most memorable and delicious Mandarin and 
Szechwan dishes.   
 

Best wishes to LACAAEA 
Thank you for the wonderful work you do for the Asian Community 

 

For more information - http://www.plumtreeinn.com 
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Leyna Nguyen 
Anchor, KCBS 2 KCAL 9 

 

Leyna Nguyen anchors the 4pm and 9pm newscasts on KCAL9. She came to America 
as a refugee in 1975, and credits her family's struggles for her thirst for knowledge and 
appreciation of opportunities. 

Before KCAL, Leyna was a news anchor and reporter at KCRA in Sacramento, where 
she also hosted a quarterly program on Asian American issues. She started her TV 
broadcast career at CBS affiliate WRDW-TV in Augusta, Ga. 

Leyna is also host of the annual Jerry Lewis MDA telethon, the Special Olympics 
Summer Games, and Heal the Bay. 

This Emmy-Award winning journalist also prides herself on the work she does off-
camera. Leyna has built and renovated several schools in Vietnam through her non-
profit foundation “Love Across the Ocean,” which benefits underprivileged children and 
their families, and assists refugee families in Southern California. Leyna is also one of 
our most-requested speakers and spends much of her off-time making public 
appearances and hosting charity events. 

Leyna earned a degree in Mass Communication from Webster University in St. Louis. In 
St. Louis, Leyna did "Morning Drive" for jazz radio station WEBU, and was a substitute 
teacher for grades K through 6. 

In 2000, Leyna was named one of "25 Most Influential Vietnamese-Americans in 25 
Years." In 1996 she was chosen "YWCA Woman of the Year." She is the recipient of 
numerous television news awards, including three Emmy Awards. 

Leyna's interests include martial arts, cooking, and racing. 

 

 

    

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARDAWARDAWARDAWARD 

UCLA ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES CENTER 

 

Established in 1969, the Asian American Studies Center has become the foremost national 
research center on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI). It has sought to bridge 
the educational, social, political, and cultural concerns of the AAPI community, with the 
overall mission of the University of California, through research and creative endeavors, 
curriculum development, publications, library and archival work, public educational activities 
and partnerships with local and national organizations.  

The Center has established partnerships, collaborations, and exchanges with hundreds of 
public and private institutions across the nation and around the world, and has played a 
critical role in developing Southern California’s infrastructure of social service agencies, civil 
rights organizations, museums, historical societies, media and cultural groups, and 
business associations that serve and represent the Asian American and Pacific Islander 
population.  
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Dr. Richard Sun 
San Marino Councilmember  

Dr. Sun earned his bachelor’s degree in Chemistry in Taiwan before 
coming to the U.S. for graduate studies. After earning a master’s 
degree in chemistry, Dr. Sun went on to dental school, receiving his 
DDS degree in 1982 from the Stockton campus of University of the 
Pacific. 

Dr. Sun did a year of residency at USC then began his own dental 
practice, Sun Dental, in 1983. He also founded a dental health care 

program called Ideal Dental Health Plan. It was, as he described it, very exciting to be out 
on his own. 

But Dr. Sun had another interest. Real estate investment and development caught his 
attention. At first, he was merely a passive investor with some friends, but he eventually 
became more directly involved and found himself committed to the real estate development 
practice. His first project, while still a practicing dentist, was in San Gabriel, on the corner of 
Valley and Prospect Boulevards. The building was the first to have subterranean parking. 

Active throughout his career in a wide variety of community and philanthropic endeavors, 
Dr. Sun is past president of the San Gabriel Chamber of Commerce. He is vice chairman of 
South Hills Academy of West Covina and has an appointment as a member of the board of 
governors for the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum. He is past board member 
for Trust Bank, is currently a member of the board of Omni Bank in Alhambra and as of last 
year, Dr. Sun joined the Methodist Hospital Foundation board. He was recently elected to 
the San Marino City Council. 


