ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

History / Backgrou nd'

May is Asian Pacific American (APA) Heritage Month—a celebration of
Asians and Pacific Islanders in the United States.

In June 1977, Representatives Frank Horton of New York and Norman V.
Mineta of California introduced a House resolution that called upon the
President to Proclaim the first ten dags of May as Asian/Pacific Heritage
Week. The Fo”owing month, Senators Daniel Inouye and SPark Matsunaga
introduced a similar bill in the Senate. Both were Passed. On October 5,
1978, President Jimmy Carter signed a Joint Resolution designating the

annual celebration.

In May 1990, the holidag was exPanded further when President George H.
W. Bush designated May to be Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.
May was chosen to commemorate the immigration of the first Japanese to
the United States on May 7, 184, and to mark the anniversary of the
com[:)letion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869. The majority of

the workers who laid the tracks were Chinese immigrants.

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month is celebrated with community
festivals, government~sPonsored activities, and educational activities for
students. This year's theme is "Leaderslﬁip to Meet the Cnallenges of a
ChangingWorld.”

' Source: http://www.infoplease.com/spot/asianintro1.html




